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indicted for murder and tried in the Superior Court in Grafton
County. It is said that the senior counsel abandoned the cause
after hearing the evidence, leaving to Mr. "Webster the whole
"burden of summing up to the jury. But it is scarcely needful, to
trace the precise degree of accuracy with which these several
accounts have come down to us, or to determine which of them,
is to be regarded as his first cause. It is enough to know that,
before he left the interior of the State, he had produced an
impression which is even now not effaced, and that different
counties have contended for the honor of having been the
scene of his first eifort at the bar.1

In the Autobiography, all that he says further, respecting
the period of his residence in Boscawen, is embraced in the
following short paragraph:

" The two years and a half which I spent in Boscawen were devoted to
business and study. I had enough of the first to lire on, and to afford
opportunity for practice and discipline. I read law and history; not
without some mixture of other things. These were the days of the
Boston Anthology; and I had the honor of being a contributor to that
publication. There are sundry reviews written by me, not worth looking
up or remembering."

But, slight as was the interest which, in 1829, he thought
might be attached to these things, they are not to be passed
over withput niention. His contributions to the Monthly An-

* Although I am unable definitely to   when the trial came on, the attorney-
assign this honor, I can add to the once-   general was ill, and the prosecutors
dotes of this period the following ac-   asked that Webster should be allowed
count of Mr. Webster's first encounter   to conduct the case. I assented to this
with Mr. Jeremiah Mason, of Portsmouth,    readily, thinking I ought to have an easy
which was given to me by Mr. Mason   time of it; and we were introduced to
himself. A man, who had previously   each other. We went at it, and I soon
held a respectable position in one of the   found that I had no light work on my
counties where Mr. Webster then prac-   hands. He examined his witnesses, and
tised, was indicted for forgery, Mr.    shaped his case with so much skill, that
Mason, as the leading counsel in New   I had to exert every faculty I possessed.
Hampshire, was sent for, on a special re-   I got the man off, but it was as hard a
tainer, to defend him. "I had heard,"    day's work as I ever did in my life.
said Mr. Mason, " that there was a young    There were other transactions behind
lawyer up there, who was reputed to be   this one which looked quite as awkward.
a wonderfully able follow; and was said   When the verdict was annotmoed, I went
by the country people to be as black as   up to the dock, and whispered to the
the ace of spades, but I had never seen   prisoner, as the sheriff let him out. to be1
him. When they told me that he had    off for Canada, and never to puthunself
prepared the evidence for this prosecu-   within the reach of that young Websfer
tion, I thought it well to be careful,    again. Prom that time forth I never
especially as the trial was to be con-   lost sight of Mr. Webster, and never1 had
ducted by the attorney-general. But   but one opinion of his powers."